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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1, 6, 9-10, 12, 15-16, 18, 21-22, 24, and 27-28 in accordance with 
the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A refrigerator, comprising: 

a door attached to a body and which selectively opens and closes a storage chamber; 
a gasket along an inside surface of the door which maintains airtightness of the storage 
chamber; 

a first magnet in the gasket; 

a second magnet inside a front of the body to face the first magnet; and 
at least one shield member blocking and contacting surfaces of at least one of the first 
and second magnets not facing the other magnet. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the shield member is 

a metallic plate surrounding surfaces of the one magnet not facing the remaining magnet. 

» 

3. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the shield member 
blocks surfaces of the second magnet. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
shield member blocks thea north pole of the one magnet. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the front of the body 
is a non-magnetic substance. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A r e fr i g e rator hav i ng an improved magn e t i c s e a l 
b e twe e n a refrig e rator door and a refr i gerator body, compr i s i ng: 

th e body; 

th e door, hav i ng a gask e t a l ong an ins i d e surface, wh i ch moves b e tw ee n an op e n and a 
c l oood posit i on r el at i v e to th e bodv; A refrigerator having an improved magnetic seal comprising: 
a refrigerator body; 
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a refrigerator door the seal being between the refrigerator door and the refrigerator body, 
and the refrigerator door having a gasket along an inside surface, which moves between an 
open and a closed position relative to the body; 

first and second magnets, within the gasket and a front of the body, respectively, which 
are attractive when the door is closed; and 

at least one shield member blocking side surfaces of at least one of the first and second 
magnets not facing the other magnet. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 6, wherein the shield member is 
a metallic plate. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 6, wherein at least two shield 
members block surfaces of the first and second magnets. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 6, wherein thea 
south pole of the first magnet faces thea north pole of the second magnet. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 6, wherein thea 
north pole of the first magnet faces thea south pole of the second magnet. 

11 . (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 6, wherein the front of the body 
is a non-magnetic substance. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A refrigerator having an improved magnetic seal 
betw ee n a r e fr i g e rator door and a refr i gerator body, comprising: 

a body; 

a door, having a gasket along an inside surface, and which moves between an open and 
a closed position relative to the body; 

first and second magnets, within the gasket and a front of the body, which are attractive 
when the door is closed; and 

at least one shield membe r in contact with one of the magnets , wherein the shield 
mem ber blocks lines of magnetic force extending from at least one magnet which are 
substantially repulsive to the other magnet. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 12, wherein the shield member 
is a metallic plate. 
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14. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 12, wherein at least two shield 
members block surfaces of the first and second magnets. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 12, wherein the-a 
south pole of the first magnet faces the-a_north pole of the second magnet. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 12, wherein the-a 
north pole of the first magnet faces the-a_south pole of the second magnet. 

1 7. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1 2, wherein the front of the 
body is a non-magnetic substance. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A refrigerator having a storage chamber with 
improved airtightness, comprising: 

a refrigerator body, including the storage chamber, coupled to a cooling system; 
a door to move between open and closed positions relative to the storage chamber, 
respectively; 

first and second magnets in the body and the door, respectively, providing an airtight seal 
between the body and the door; and 

at least one shield member blocking side surfaces of at least one of the first and second 
magnets which are not facing the other magnet. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 18, wherein the shield member 
is a metallic plate. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 18, wherein at least two shield 
members block the surfaces of the first and second magnets. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 18, wherein the-a 
south pole of the first magnet faces the-a_north pole of the second magnet. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 18, wherein the-a 
north pole of the first magnet faces the-a_south pole of the second magnet. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 1 8, wherein the front of the 
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body is a non-magnetic substance. 
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24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A refrigerator having a storage chamber with 
improved airtightness, comprising: 

a refrigerator body, including the storage chamber, coupled to a cooling system; 

a door able to occupy an open and a closed position relative to the storage chamber; 

first and second magnets in the body and the door, respectively, providing an airtight seal 
between the body and the door; and 

at least one shield membe r in contact with one of the magnets , wherein the shield 
member blocks lines of magnetic force extending from at least one magnet which are repulsive 
to the other magnet. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 24, wherein the shield member 
is a metallic plate. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 24, wherein two shield 
members blocks surfaces of the first and second magnets. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 24, wherein the-a 
south pole of the first magnet faces the-ajiorth pole of the second magnet. 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 24, wherein the-a 
north pole of the first magnet faces tke-a_south pole of the second magnet. 

29. (ORIGINAL) The refrigerator as set forth in claim 24, wherein the front of the 
body is a non-magnetic substance. 
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